EDUCATION
provided for only 26 per cent of the children between three
and eight by January 1937.
I could not find that any one proposes to lower the com-
pulsory age, although eight is higher than that of any other
educational system in Europe, but in the new, standardized
schools there is room for preparatory classes of seven-year-
olds, and it is hoped soon to have these, still on a voluntary
basis, in every school.
I was told that most of the children who enter at eight
have learnt their letters, even those who come straight from
home, and that some can read. In the kindergartens, the
seven-year-olds have a formal lesson of thirty minutes each
day. By the time they leave they are expected to read
simple sentences, write, count up to ten, and to understand
addition and subtraction up to ten.
At eight years old compulsory education begins. The
elementary stage is eight to twelve, four classes, and at the
age of twelve plus, all children pass automatically to a
secondary school. If they have been attending a primary
school, they go to the nearest seven year or ten year school.
If they started in either of these schools, they simply move
into the fifth class.
There is no selective examination, as there is with us,
and all children in the cities must complete the seven-year
course. There is thus secondary education for all, in the
sense that all children have identically the same course
between twelve and fifteen.
At fifteen plus, there is the first external examination, but
it is much less external than is our school certificate, and was
described to me as more in the nature of a general con-
sultation. The children are examined in all the subjects
covered by the last year's work. The written papers, of
which there are few, are sent to the school by Narkompros,
but they are marked by the teachers. The oral examina-
tions are conducted by die teachers, with some outside help
from inspectors. In connection with this examination,
there is a medical examination, and a talk with a psych-
ologist. The child is then given a chart showing the results
of this examination, and is given advice about his future.
The chairman of the rayon soviet and the chairman of
the local party are usually present at the final stage
of the examination*
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